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A  Starr,  not  seen  before  in  Heav'n  appearing 
Guided  the  Wise  Men  thither  from  the  East, 
To  honour  thee  with  Incense,  Myrrh,  and  Gold, 
By  whose  bright  course  led  on  they  found  the  place, 
Affirming  it  thy  Starr  new  grav'n  in  Heaven, 
By  which  they  knew  thee  King  of  Israel  born. 

Paradise  Regain'd,  I,  249-254 


INTRODUCTION 

The  star  seen  by  the  Wise  Men,  as  described  in  the  Gospel  of  Mat- 
thew, has  been  a  perennial  source  of  wonder.  It  has  engaged  the  interest 
of  historians  and  chronologists  striving  to  determine  the  exact  year  of 
Christ's  birth,  theologians  and  exegetes  attempting  to  plumb  its  signifi- 
cance, orientalists  seeking  to  place  the  story  in  the  context  of  the 
astrological  beliefs  of  the  time,  and  astronomers  hoping  to  explain  the 
phenomenon  in  a  natural  way. 

The  writings  generated  by  researches  and  speculations  on  the  nature 
of  the  star  are  very  numerous,  but  even  the  best  efforts  of  the  most 
erudite  scholars  have  failed  to  settle  the  matter.  Matthew  is  our  only 
scriptural  source  of  information,  and  such  details  as  he  gives  do  not 
permit  of  a  completely  satisfy  tory  natural  explanation.  The  contro- 
versy, and  the  publishing,  are  likely  to  continue  for  the  duration  of 
Christendom. 

Many  scholars,  including  some  distinguished  astronomers,  have  con- 
cluded that  the  star  was  a  miracle,  thus  disposing  summarily  of  the 
difficulties  presented  by  Matthew's  terse  account.  Others,  beginning 
with  Origen,  have  suggested  a  variety  of  possibilities,  encompassing 
nearly  every  kind  of  object  the  heavens  display:  a  comet,  or  two 
comets;  a  bright  meteor;  a  dense  meteor  shower;  Venus,  Mars,  Jupiter, 
Saturn,  and  Uranus,  singly  or  in  a  grouping  of  two  or  more;  a  nova 
or  a  supernova;  one  of  the  brighter  fixed  stars;  a  constellation,  for 
example,  Gemini,  Virgo,  or  the  Southern  Cross;  the  zodiacal  light;  or 
a  combination  of  two  or  more  of  these.  Arguments  have  been  presented 
for  all  and  against  most  of  them,  and  the  search  for  a  better  solution 
goes  on. 

One  of  the  most  widely  accepted  explanations  of  the  star  involves 
the  triple  or  great  conjunction  of  Jupiter  and  Saturn  in  the  constellation 
Pisces  that  took  place  during  7  B.C.  It  has  found  favor  because  the  time 
of  its  occurrence  is  about  right  and  also  because  it  can  be  shown  that 
the  Wise  Men  might  have  interpreted  its  significance  as  foretelling  the 
birth  of  a  king  of  the  Jews,  possibly  a  messianic  king.  Students  of 
Babylonian  astrology  tell  us  that  Jupiter  was  the  royal  planet,  while 
Saturn  governed  the  fate  of  the  Hebrews,  and  the  sign  of  Pisces,  the 
last  in  the  zodiac,  was  concerned  with  Palestine  (alternatively,  with  the 
last  days  or  the  end  of  the  world).  The  idea  of  the  importance  of  the 
conjunction  seems  to  have  originated  with  Kepler.  It  was  strongly  rein- 


forced  in  the  1820s  when  Bishop  Miinter  found  in  a  commentary  on 
Daniel  by  the  fifteenth-century  Jewish  scholar  Don  Isaac  Abravanel  a 
detailed  presentation  of  his  belief  that  a  great  conjunction  of  Jupiter 
and  Saturn  in  Pisces  in  1464  would  prove  to  have  heralded  the  birth 
of  a  messiah.  To  satisfy  objections  based  on  the  fact  that  Matthew 
consistently  speaks  of  one  star,  not  several,  some  commentators  have 
tried  to  show  that  the  word  he  used  could  have  connoted  a  grouping. 
Others  declare  that  Jupiter  (or  Saturn)  alone  was  the  star  of  the  Magi, 
or  else  that  a  new  star  appeared  in  the  same  region  of  the  sky  to  serve 
this  purpose,  once  the  conjunction  had  attracted  the  Wise  Men's 
attention. 

Interest  in  the  star  of  Bethlehem,  as  reflected  in  the  literature,  has 
occasionally  been  heightened  by  fresh  developments,  such  as  the 
appearance  of  new  stars  in  1572  and  1604,  the  translation  into  Western 
languages  of  Chinese  astronomical  records  in  the  late  eighteenth  and 
early  nineteenth  centuries,  the  search  for  the  "pilgrim  star"  in  the 
1880s,  the  return  of  Halley's  Comet  in  1910,  the  establishment  during 
the  1920s  and  1930s  of  planetariums  in  many  European  and  U.S. 
cities,  the  publication  during  the  same  period  of  cuneiform  tablets 
relating  to  the  7  B.C.  triple  conjunction,  and  a  similar  conjunction  that 
occurred  in  1940-41. 

The  strangest  of  these  occasions,  however,  involves  the  so-called 
pilgrim  star  (the  name  seems  to  have  originated  with  Cornelius 
Gemma).  In  a  short  work  on  Tycho's  star  published  in  1573,  the 
Bohemian  astronomer  Cyprianus  Leovitius  stated  that  bright  stars  had 
appeared  at  the  same  place  in  the  sky  in  the  years  945  and  1264.  His 
source  was1  a  book  which  has  not  been  identified.  Building  on  this 
rather  uncertain  foundation  it  was  suggested,  perhaps  by  Cardano,  that 
this  supposed  variable — with  a  period  of  about  315  years — had  been 
at  a  bright  stage  near  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  era  and  was  there- 
fore the  star  seen  by  the  Wise  Men.  On  this  assumption,  another 
brightening  could  be  expected  during  the  1880s.  Numerous  articles 
appeared  in  the  popular  press,  and  science  writers  and  astronomers  re- 
ceived many  inquiries  from  the  public  about  the  imminent  reappearance 
of  the  star  of  Bethlehem.  A  close  watch  was  kept  on  the  appropriate 
part  of  the  sky  (in  the  constellation  Cassiopeia)  during  most  of  the 
decade,  but  the  anticipated  flare-up  did  not  take  place,  and  nothing 
has  been  heard  of  the  notion  since.  The  stars  of  945  and  1264  cited  by 
Leovitius  were  probably  comets;  and  present-day  findings  concerning 
the  catastrophic  nature  of  supernovae  strongly  suggest  that  Tycho's 
star  will  never  again  be  visible  to  the  naked  eye. 

More  recently,  a  renewed  interest  has  been  shown  in  an  object  ob- 
served by  Chinese  astronomers  in  5  B.C.  The  annals  of  the  Former 
Han  Dynasty  record  what  was  probably  a  new  star  that  appeared  in 
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the  spring  of  the  year  in  the  constellation  Capricornus,  remaining 
visible  for  seventy  days.  Although  the  Chinese  history  calls  it  a  comet, 
this  may  be  an  error,  because  the  customary  description  of  its  motion 
across  the  sky  is  lacking.  A  late  eighteenth-century  Latin  translation 
already  identified  it  as  a  "stella  nova,"  according  to  Wieseler,  who 
(although  he  dated  it  in  4  B.C.)  believed  it  might  have  been  the  star  of 
the  Magi.  Among  other  writers  who  have  connected  this  phenomenon, 
whether  as  a  comet  or  as  a  nova,  with  the  Christmas  star  are  Fresa  and 
Lundmark.  In  1977  three  English  astronomers  (Clark,  Parkinson,  and 
Stephenson)  argued  persuasively  that  it  was  indeed  a  nova  and  as  such 
the  most  likely  explanation  of  the  star  of  Bethlehem. 

The  materials  described  below  were  identified  through  indexes  to 
general,  astronomical,  and  religious  periodicals,  as  well  as  in  library 
catalogs,  encyclopedias,  subject  bibliographies,  and  lists  of  references 
and  footnotes  found  in  the  works  cited.  Popular  and  scholarly  treat- 
ments of  the  nature  of  the  star  of  Bethlehem  are  included;  works  of 
poetry  and  fiction,  iconographic  studies,  and  discourses  confined  to 
other  aspects  of  the  star  have  been  omitted.  A  few  articles  are  very 
brief,  and  many  merely  rehearse  earlier  suggestions  and  findings  with- 
out contributing  anything  new.  It  was  felt  that  some  of  these  derivative 
writings  might  be  the  only  ones  available  in  small  libraries,  and  that 
therefore  it  was  worthwhile  to  list  them.  National  Union  Catalog  sym- 
bols (see  the  key  on  p.  ix)  are  used  wherever  possible  to  locate  copies 
of  monographs  not  held  by  the  Library  of  Congress;  the  location 
symbols  for  journal  articles  and  serials,  however,  indicate  only  the 
libraries  in  the  Washington,  D.C.,  area  where  issues  were  seen  by  the 
compiler.  The  Union  List  of  Serials  and  New  Serial  Titles  should  be 
consulted  for  additional  locations.  A  few  entries  not  seen  by  the  com- 
piler have  been  included  on  the  basis  of  their  citation  in  authoritative 
sources. 

The  compiler  wishes  to  express  thanks  to  Von  Del  Chamberlain, 
chief  of  the  Presentations  Division  at  the  National  Air  and  Space 
Museum,  and  Brenda  G.  Corbin,  librarian  of  the  U.S.  Naval  Observa- 
tory Library,  for  their  generous  assistance,  as  well  as  to  the  staff  of 
the  Mullen  Library  of  the  Catholic  University  of  America  and  the 
British  Library  (Reference  Division)  for  their  hospitality. 
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Bernhard,  Hubert  J.,  and  Richard  A.  Steeg.  The  Christmas  star.  pt.  1 
by  Hubert  J.  Bernhard.  pt.  2  by  Richard  A.  Steeg.  [Oakland,  Calif.] 
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Bibliographic  footnotes. 
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astrology  in  antiquity,  the  author  concludes  that  the  information  pro- 
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BV2300.M3A6,  v.  36 
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Brown,  Prudence.  Star  of  wonder.  Connecticut,  v.  38,  Dec.  1975:  46. 

F91.C26,v.  38 

Includes  comments  by  Carl  Sagan  and  Isaac  Asimov. 
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Bibliography:  p.  200-201. 

In  his  notes  on  the  words  "his  star,"  the  author  considers  the  three 
main  explanations  proposed — a  nova,  a  comet,  and  a  planetary  con- 
junction— and  regards  the  last  as  the  most  important. 

Brown,  Raymond  E.  The  meaning  of  the  Magi;  the  significance  of  the 
star.  Worship,  v.  49,  Dec.  1975:  574-582.  DCU 

Discusses  the  story  against  the  background  of  Old  Testament 
prophecies.  "If  one  wishes  to  invoke  astronomy  to  explain  Matthew 
2,  one  should  recognize  the  probable  direction  of  the  ancient  thought 
pattern.  After  people  came  to  believe  in  the  risen  Jesus  as  the  Son  of 
God,  in  retrospect  they  would  begin  to  look  for  an  astronomical 
phenomenon  to  associate  with  the  birth  of  such  a  figure — and  the 
result  may  have  been  a  combination  of  vague  memories  of  astro- 
nomical phenomena  in  the  period  12-6  B.C.  with  the  Old  Testament 
imagery  of  the  Davi'dic  Star." 

Browne,  Edythe  H.  The  diamond  in  the  sky.  Columbia,  v.  11,  Dec. 
1931:  14-15,  33.  illus.,  port.  Micro  04031 

Accepts  the  identification  with  Tycho's  star;  also  discusses  poetry, 
music,  and  paintings  inspired  by  the  star  of  Bethlehem. 


Brims,  J.  Edgar.  The  Magi  episode  in  Matthew  2.  Catholic  biblical 
quarterly,  v.  23,  Jan.  1961 :  51-54.  BS410.C3,  v.  23 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 

Supports  the  Halley's  Comet  identification. 

Bunsen,  Christian  K.  J.,  Freiherr  von.  Der  Stern  der  Magier.  In  his 
Bibelgeschichte.  Das  ewige  Reich  Gottes  und  das  Leben  Jesu.  Leip- 
zig, F.  A.  Brockhaus,  1865.  {His  Vollstandiges  Bibelwerk  fur  die 
Gemeinde,  9  Bd.)  p.  204-205.  BS494.B7,  v.  9 

Considers  that  the  story  of  the  Wise  Men  is  legendary  rather  than 
factual,  despite  the  plausibility  of  the  comet/new  star  of  750  A.u.c. 
cited  by  Wieseler. 

Bunton,  George  W.  The  star  of  Bethlehem.  [Honolulu,  Bernice  P. 
Bishop  Museum  Press,  1977]  20  p.  illus.,  map.  DN-Ob 

References  (12):  p.  15. 

Burke-Gaffney,  Michael  W.  Kepler  and  the  star  of  Bethlehem.  In  Royal 
Astronomical  Society  of  Canada.  Journal,  v.  31,  Dec.  1937:  417- 
425.  illus.  QBl.R485,v.  31 
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Burrows,  Eric.  The  star  of  the  Magi.  In  his  The  oracles  of  Jacob  and 
Balaam.  London,  Burns  Oates  &  Washbourne  [1938]  (The  Bellar- 
mine  series,  3)  p.  97-100. 

The  National  Union  Catalog  Pre-1956  Imprints  ascribes  copies  to 
some  twenty  U.S.  libraries. 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 

The  author  believes  the  star  may  well  have  been  a  comet,  possibly 
Halley's  in  12  B.C. 

Callender,  Sir  Geoffrey  A.  R.  The  star  of  the  Epiphany.  Church  quar- 
terly review,  v.  143,  Jan./Mar.  1947:  135-161.      BR1.C685,  v.  143 

Argues  that  the  star  was  a  nova. 

Canton,  William.  The  star  of  the  Magi.  Expositor,  5th  ser.,  v.  9,  June 
1899:  465-472.  BS410.E7,  s.  5,  v.  9 

Responds  to  a  letter  from  E.  F.  B.,  a  missionary  in  Calcutta. 
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news,  v.  56,  Dec.  1974:  20-22.  col.  illus.  HV583.A1A5,  v.  56 
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orismos  tou  chronou  tes  genneseos  tou  Iesou  Christou.  Athenai, 
Ekdoseis  A.  Karavia,  1970.  12,  285  p.  illus.,  facsims.,  plates,  port. 

BT315.2.C48 

Summary  in  English  (p.  [257J-261). 
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Q1.S383,  v.  34 
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Griffith  observer,  v.  42,  Dec.  1978:  2-11,  14.  illus.  DN-Ob 

References  (45) :  p.  14. 
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of  the  area  where  Jupiter  and  Saturn  were  moving  at  the  time  of  their 
triple  conjunction  in  7  B.C.,  may  have  been  the  star  of  Bethlehem. 
The  author  also  explores  the  possibility  of  a  nova  that  culminated  at 
the  zenith  of  Bethlehem  about  the  time  of  Christ's  birth. 

Clark,  David  H.,  John  H.  Parkinson,  and  F.  Richard  Stephenson.  An 
astronomical  re-appraisal  of  the  star  of  Bethlehem — a  nova  in  5  bc. 
In  Royal  Astronomical  Society.  Quarterly  journal,  v.  18,  no.  4,  1977: 
443_449.  DN-Ob 

References  (12) :  p.  448-449. 

A  bright  nova  which  appeared  in  the  spring  of  5  B.C.  is  regarded  as 
the  most  likely  explanation  of  the  star  of  Bethlehem. 

News  reports  describing  these  findings  include  "Nova  in  5  bc 
Explains  Star  of  Bethlehem,"  in  New  Scientist,  v.  76,  Dec.  22/29, 
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"New  View  on  Star  of  Bethlehem  Suggests  It  Was  Stellar  Flare-up," 
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Clarke,  Arthur  C.  What  was  the  star  of  Bethlehem?  Holiday,  v.  16,  Dec. 
1954:  95-99,  101.  illus.  AP2.H592,  v.  16 

Supports  the  nova  hypothesis. 

Reprinted  as  "What  Star  Was  This?"  in  the  Saturday  Evening 
Post,  v.  248,  Dec.  1976,  p.  48-49,  96  (AP2.S2,  v.  248). 
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The  nova  of  5  B.C.,  often  proposed  as  a  likely  explanation  of  the  star  of  Beth- 
lehem. This  celestial  chart  showing  Chinese  constellations  against  the  boundaries 
of  Western  constellations  covers  the  sky  from  18  to  22  hours  in  right  ascension. 
Arrows  point  to  the  asterism  Ch'ien-niu  (herd  boy),  in  which  appeared  the  nova 
of  5  B.C.  recorded  in  the  Ch'ien  Han  Shu  (annals  of  the  Former  Han  Dynasty). 
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don, Witherby,  1893.  p.  50-59.  QB621.C63 
Discusses  the  conjunction  theory  and  objections  to  it,  and  briefly 
recalls  the  popular  excitement  late  in  1887,  when  Venus  was  par- 
ticularly brilliant  in  the  morning  sky  and  expectations  of  the  re- 
appearance of  the  star  of  Bethlehem  were  at  their  height. 

Cole,  D.  I.  The  star  of  Bethlehem.  In  Astronomical  Society  of  Southern 
Africa.  Monthly  notes,  v.  23,  Nov.  1964:  152-172.  DN-Ob 

References  (16):  p.  172. 
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1946:  6-7,  22.  illus.  QB1.S536,  v.  6 

Coles,  Robert  R.  The  Christmas  star.  Sky  and  telescope,  v.  5,  Dec. 
1945:  7-8.  illus.  QB1.S536,  v.  5 

Coles,  Robert  R.,  and  Frances  M.  Frost.  Star  of  wonder.  Pictures  by 
Paul  Galdone.  New  York,  McGraw-Hill  Book  Co.  [1953]  48  p. 
illus.  BT315.C55 

For  children. 

Conniff,  James  C.  G.  Magi  of  Central  Park  West.  Columbia,  v.  32, 
Nov.  1952:  5,  18-19.  illus.  Micro  04031 

On  the  Hayden  Planetarium's  Christmas  show  featuring  the  star 
of  Bethlehem. 

Corbishley,  Thomas.  "What  is  known  of  the  star  of  Bethlehem?"  Scrip- 
ture, v.  3,  Apr.  1948:  51-52.  DCU 

Suggests  three  explanations:  a  comet,  a  planetary  conjunction,  or 
a  miraculous  phenomenon. 

Davidheiser,  Bolton.  The  star  of  Bethlehem.  In  his  Science  and  the 
Bible.  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Baker  Book  House  [1971]  p.  103-105. 

BS650.D265 

"As  all  natural  explanations  fail,  the  only  answer  remaining  is  that 
this  phenomenon  was  a  supernatural  one." 

Davis,  Donald  D.  What  was  the  Christmas  star?  Monthly  evening  sky 
map,  v.  54,  Nov./Dec.  1960:  4-6.  illus.  QB1.M75,  v.  54 


[Davis,  Singleton  W.]  The  comet  the  "Star  of  Bethlehem."  Humanitar- 
ian review,  v.  8,  June  1910:  713-714.  BL2700.H8,  v.  8 

Rejects  an  assertion  to  this  effect  made  by  a  Universalist  minister. 

Didon,  Henri.  The  star.  In  his  Jesus  Christ;  Our  Saviour's  person,  mis- 
sion, and  spirit.  From  the  French  of  the  Reverend  Father  Didon. 
v.  2.  New  York,  D.  Appleton,  1891.  p.  405-408.      BT301.D55,  v.  2 

Includes  bibliographic  references. 

First  published  as  "L'Etoile"  in  his  Jesus  Christ,  t.  2  (Paris,  E. 
Plon,  Nourrit,  1891.  BT301.D53,  v.  2),  p.  390-393. 

Dimbleby,  Jabez  B.  The  star  of  Bethlehem.  In  his  The  historical  Bible, 
with  straight-forward  a.m.  years  and  dates,  obtained  from  five  lines 
of  astronomical  time,  for  the  use  of  students  of  scripture,  Bible 
classes,  historians  and  astronomers.  London,  E.  Nister,  1897. 
p.  184-185.  illus.  BS637.D5 

Finds  attempts  at  natural  explanations  unsatisfactory  and  con- 
cludes that  the  star  was  a  supernatural  object. 

Ebrard,  Johannes  H.  A.  Die  Weisen  aus  dem  Morgenlande.  (Mt.  2.) 
In  his  Wissenschaftliche  Kritik  der  evangelischen  Geschichte.  3., 
ganzlich  umgearb.  Aufl.  Frankfurt  a.M.,  Heyder  &  Zimmer,  1868. 
p.  282-296.  IaU;  NjPT;  OC1W 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 

Most  of  the  section  is  given  over  to  a  discussion  of  the  star;  the 
author  agrees  with  Kepler's  theory. 

Edersheim,  Alfred.  The  visit  and  homage  of  the  Magi,  and  the  flight 
into  Egypt.  (St.  Matt.  ii.  1-18.)  In  his  The  life  and  times  of  Jesus 
the  Messiah,  v.  1.  2d  ed.,  stereotyped.  New  York,  A.  D.  F.  Randolph 
[1884]  p.  202-216.  Micro  68353  BT 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 

The  star  is  treated  on  p.  207-213. 

Eichler,  Missionar.  Der  Stern  der  Weisen  und  die  chinesischen  Zeittafel. 
Allgemeine  Missions-Zeitschrift,  17.  Bd.,  Marz  1890:  121-123. 

BV2354.A6,v.  17 

Several  writers  having  cited  a  Chinese  record  of  a  comet  in  6  B.C. 
in  support  of  a  favored  date  for  the  birth  of  Christ,  the  author  investi- 
gated Chinese  sources  and  found  so  many  comets  recorded  during 
the  relevant  period  that  he  concludes  they  are  useless  for  such  a 
determination. 
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Elliott,  Ian.  The  star  of  Bethlehem.  In  Royal  Astronomical  Society. 
Quarterly  journal,  v.  19,  no.  4,  1978:  515-516.  DN-Ob 

Letter  commenting  on  Clark,  Parkinson,  and  Stephenson's  study. 


Emanuelli,  Pio  L.  La  Stella  dei  Magi  dal  punto  di  vista  astronomico. 
Roma,  Bontempelli,  1913.  12  p. 

First  published  in  Rassegna  contemporanea. 

Ewing,  Ann.  Star  of  Bethlehem.  Science  news  letter,  v.  80,  Dec.  9, 
1961 :  386-387.  illus.  Q1.S76,  v.  80 

"Astronomers  have  suggested  several  explanations  for  the  Star  of 
Bethlehem:  a  brilliant  meteor,  a  comet,  a  supernova  and  an  unusual 
configuration  of  planets." 

Farquharson,  John  F.  The  star  of  Bethlehem.  In  British  Astronomical 
Association,  London.  Journal,  v.  89,  Dec.  1978:  8-20. 

QBl.B75,v.  89 

References  (46):  p.  19-20. 

"It  is  submitted  that  the  Star  of  Bethlehem  was  various  phenom- 
ena which  occurred  over  a  period  of  several  years  commencing  with 
the  Jupiter-Saturn  conjunctions  of  7  bc;  the  Mars- Jupiter-Saturn 
conjunction  of  6  bc;  the  comet/nova  of  5  bc  and  the  comet/nova 
of  4  BC." 

Farrar,  Frederic  W.  The  star.  In  his  The  life  of  Christ.  [New  ed.]  New 
York,  E.  P.  Dutton  [1894?]  p.  22-26.  BT301.F2  1894 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 

Concludes  that  the  7  B.C.  triple  conjunction  "may  have  prepared 
the  Magi  for  the  early  occurrence  of  some  great  event.  And  this 
confident  expectation  may  have  led  to  their  journey  to  Palestine, 
on  the  subsequent  appearance  of  an  evanescent  star  .  .  ." 

Federer,  Charles  A.  gambling  through  December  skies.  Sky  and  tele- 
scope, v.  36,  Dec.  1968:  390,  396.  QB1.S536,  v.  36 

Discusses  a  variety  of  conjunctions  that  have  been  suggested  as 
explanations  for  the  star  of  Bethlehem. 

Ferrari  d'Ochieppo,  Konradin.  Jupiter  und  Saturn  in  den  Jahren  -125 
and  -6  nach  babylonischen  Quellen.  In  Akademie  der  Wissenschaf- 
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ten,  Vienna.  Mathematisch-naturwissenschajtliche  Klasse.  Sitzungs- 
berichte,  173.  Bd.,  Abt.  2,  9./10.  Heft,  1964:  343-376. 

AS142.V311,v.  173,  Abt.  2 

Bibliography:  p.  376. 

Ferrari  d'Ochieppo,  Konradin.  Der  Messiasstern  unter  neuen  astrono- 
mischen  und  archaologischen  Gesichtspunkten.  Religion,  Wissen- 
schaft,  Kultur,  15.  Jahrg.,  1964:  3-19. 

Ferrari  d'Ochieppo,  Konradin.  Die  Rolle  des  Mars  bei  der  grossen 
Konjunktion  7  vor  Chr.  Der  Sternenbote,  9.  Jahrg.,  1966:  30-33. 

Ferrari  d'Ochieppo,  Konradin.  Der  Stern  der  Magier.  In  Akademie  der 
Wissenschaften,  Vienna.  Philosophisch-historische  Klasse.  Anzeiger, 
111.  Jahrg., Nr.  19,  1974:  319-345.  plate.         AS142.V317,  v.  Ill 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 

Contents:  1.  Der  Stern  der  Magier  im  Lichte  der  spatbabyloni- 
schen  Astronomie. — 2.  Die  Namen  der  Magier:  Bithisarea,  Meli- 
chior,  Gathaspar. — Anhang.  A.  Saturn  als  Planet  des  Volkes  Israel. 

B.  Eine  gemeinsame  Grossperiode  fur  Saturn,  Jupiter  und  Mars? 

C.  Einige  besondere  Phasen  von  Jupiter  und  Saturn. 

Ferrari  d'Ochieppo,  Konradin.  Der  Stern  der  Weisen.  In  his  Kunde 
vom  Weltall;  das  Geheimnis  der  Sterne.  Wien,  Verlag  Herold  [1952] 
p.  32-37.  QB44.F394 

Ferrari  d'Ochieppo,  Konradin.  Der  Stern  der  Weisen:  Geschichte  oder 
Legende?  2.  erw.  und  erg.  Aufl.  Wien,  Verlag  Herold  [1977]  171  p. 
plates.  DLC 

Bibliography:  p.  [124]-130.  Bibliographic  references  included  in 
"Anmerkungen"  (p.  133-135,  170-171). 

A  professor  of  theoretical  astronomy  at  the  University  of  Vienna, 
the  author  has  studied  the  problem  of  the  star  for  many  years.  He 
argues  that  while  the  triple  conjunction  of  7  B.C.  motivated  the  Wise 
Men  to  undertake  their  journey,  Jupiter  alone  was  the  star  of  Bethle- 
hem. The  phenomenon  that  has  baffled  so  many  explicators,  ".  .  .  and 
lo,  the  star  which  they  saw  in  the  east,  went  before  them,  till  it  came 
and  stood  over  where  the  young  child  was"  (Mt.  2:9),  is  explained 
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Jupiter  to  the  horizon  in  the  correct  direction  as  the  Wise  Men  jour- 
neyed from  Jerusalem  to  Bethlehem  in  mid-November  of  the  year 
7  B.C. 
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junction theory. 

Finegan,  Jack.  The  star.  In  his  Handbook  of  biblical  chronology:  prin- 
ciples of  time  reckoning  in  the  ancient  world  and  problems  of 
chronology  in  the  Bible.  Princeton,  N.J.,  Princeton  University  Press, 
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Fitzpatrick,  Jesse  A.  Venus  as  the  Christmas  star.  Sky  and  telescope, 
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this  explanation  as  well  as  three  others  (miracle,  planetary  conjunc- 
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39081). 
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Bibliographic  footnotes. 
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of  Nineveh  and  Babylon  in  the  British  Museum  (London,  Luzac, 
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scheinungen  mit  irdischen.  Zeitz,  Webel,  1812. 
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reported  in  the  Gospel  of  St.  Matthew."  See  also  his  letter  to  the 
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Geburtsjahr.  Forschungen  und  Fortschritte,  10.  Jahrg.,  20.  Marz 
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jahr  Jesu  Christi  nach  astronomischer  Berechnung.  Leipzig,  A.  Dei- 

14 


chertsche  Verlagsbuchh.  Dr.  W.  Scholl,  1922.  144  p.  illus. 
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Bernhard  Bavink's  "Bemerkungen  zum  vorstehenden  Aufsatz," 
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Evangelium  nach  Matthaus.  Berlin,  Evangelische  Verlagsanstalt 
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Biblicum.  v.  3.  Parisiis,  Sumptibus  P.  Lethielleux,  1911.  (Cursus 
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der  heiligen  Schrift  angestellet  (Berlin,  Bey  A.  Haude,  1742), 
p.  84-93  (British  Library  shelfmark  531.  e.  30.  (1.)). 

Heyn,  Johann.  Johann  Heyns  Sendschreiben  an  einen  Freund  auf  dem 
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The  triple  conjunction  of  Jupiter  and  Saturn,  7  B.C.  In  the  days  when  planets 
were  generally  believed  to  influence  human  affairs,  conjunctions — alignments  of 
two  or  more  planets  on  the  same  celestial  meridian — were  carefully  studied.  Here 
the  paths  of  Jupiter  and  Saturn  in  the  constellation  Pisces  are  shown  for  the 
period  April  19,  7  B.C.,  to  February  3,  6  B.C.  The  shaded  areas  indicate  the  three 
periods  of  conjunction:  I,  May  29-June  8;  II,  September  26-October  6;  and  III, 
December  5-15.  Jupiter  was  stationary  (s)  just  before  July  24  and  retrograded 
until  November  12/13,  when  it  became  stationary  (s')  again  before  resuming 
eastward  motion.  The  corresponding  dates  for  Saturn  are:  s  —  July  24/25,  and 
s'  =  November  13/14.  Three  stars  in  Pisces — Zeta,  Epsilon,  and  Delta — are 
marked.  Comparing  the  location  of  these  stars  on  a  modern  chart  will  show  the 
effects  of  precession  over  nearly  two  thousand  years.  Adapted  from  Gerhard 
Kroll's  Auf  den  Spuren  Jesu,  5.,  erw.  Aufl.  (Leipzig,  St.-Benno  Verlag  [1973]), 
p.  89. 
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Held  by  the  British  Library  under  shelfmark  3227.  de.  29. 

Bibliographic  footnotes. 
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Bibliographic  references  included  in  "Anmerkungen  und  Exkurse" 
(p.  149-215). 

Contents:  Die  astronomischen  Feststellungen  liber  den  Stern  der 
Weisen,  insbesondere  die  Ansicht  Keplers. — Die  im  Anschluss  an 
eine  agyptische  Planetentafel  vorgetragene  neue  Auffassung  der 
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von  dem  Stern  der  Weisen  aus  dem  Morgenlande  und  ein  Exkurs 
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Geburt.  Universitas,  4.  Jahrg.,  Heft  12,  1949:  1461-1464. 

What  was  the  star  of  Bethlehem?  Mentor,  v.  11,  Dec.  1923:  40.  illus. 
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Bibliographic  footnotes. 
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The  star  is  discussed  chiefly  on  p.  101-103. 
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Epitaph  of  Severa.  Engraved  marble  tablet  of  the  third  or  fourth  century,  from 
the  catacomb  of  Priscilla  on  the  Via  Solaria  Nova,  Rome,  now  in  the  Lateran 
Museum.  A  portrait  of  the  deceased  appears  at  left,  with  the  inscription  "Severa 
in  Deo  vivas"  (Severa,  mayest  thou  live  in  God).  At  right  the  Wise  Men,  in 
Persian  dress,  bring  gifts.  The  Virgin  is  seated  on  a  chair,  holding  the  infant 
Jesus;  a  six-pointed  star  shines  above  them.  Behind  the  Virgin  stands  a  young 
man  extending  his  right  arm.  This  figure  is  said  to  be  a  personification  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  From  Raffaele  Garrucci's  Storia  della  arte  cristiana  nei  primi  otto 
secoli  della  chiesa,  v.  6  (Prato,  G.  Guasti,  1881),  plate  485. 
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